
RE Progression Map – Year 4 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Topic 
Buddhism 

The Life of Buddha 

Is it possible for 

everyone to be 

happy? 

Christianity 

Christmas 

What is the most 

significant part of the 

Nativity story for 

Christians today? 

Buddhism 

Buddha’s Teachings 

Could the Buddha’s 
teachings make the 

world a better place? 

Christianity 

Easter 

Is forgiveness always 

possible for 

Christians? 

Buddhism 

Beliefs in Practice 

What is the best way 

for a Buddhist to lead 

a good life? 

Christianity 

Prayer and Worship 

Do people need to go 

to church to show 

they are Christians? 

Key 

concepts Understanding key 

teachings & beliefs: 

God 

Incarnation 

How beliefs are 

expressed – 

understanding how 

books, scriptures, 

symbols , art and 

readings convey beliefs 

Salvation 

Ritual, ceremonies and 

lifestyles (from various 

religions) 

Community 

God / Creation  
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know about the life of 

Buddha 

understand how he 

tried to be happy and 

stay happy 

Understand the 

symbolism of the 

Christmas story 

Think about what the 

different parts of the 

story mean to 

Christians today 

Understand the 

teachings of Buddha 

Know what he taught 

about change 

Understand how 

Jesus’ life, death and 
resurrection teaches 

Christians about 

forgiveness 

Know that Buddha’s 
teachings make a 

difference to how 

Buddhists choose to 

live 

Understand how 

important going to 

church is to show 

someone is a 

Christian 

S
k

il
ls

 

Empathy 

Application 

Discernment 

Expression 

Interpretation 

Investigation 

Evaluation 

Expression 

Reflection 

Empathy 

Application 

Discernment 

Expression 

Empathy 

Application 

Evaluation 

Expression 

Reflection 

Interpretation 

Investigation 

Evaluation 

Expression 

Interpretation 

Investigation 
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Curiosity 

Open-mindedness 

Self-awareness 

Curiosity 

Wonder 

Curiosity 

Open-mindedness 

Self-awareness 

Self-awareness Curiosity 

Critical awareness 

Open-mindedness 

Self-awareness 

Appreciation 
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Buddhism is 2500 

years old; it originated 

in India (now Nepal). 

Riches (money) don’t 
necessarily make you 

happy.  

Leading a good life 

and helping others 

can make you happy.  

Know what the 8-fold 

path is 

Know that symbols 

can be universally 

recognised. 

Know the Christmas 

story and recognise 

symbols within the 

story. 

Know that Jesus is 

the Incarnation of 

God. 

Know that everything 

changes (even 

though we don’t 
want it to and we 

cannot prevent it) 

Suffering is caused by 

selfishness 

Know what the noble 

8-fold path is.  

Understand what 

forgiveness is. 

Understand that 

Christians believe 

that Jesus’ death was 
a sacrifice to offer 

them forgiveness for 

their sins.  

Know that Jesus told 

people to forgive 

each other an infinite 

number of times. 

Understand what the 

noble 8-fold path 

entails. 

Know how to 

interpret each of the 

8 ‘folds’. 
Know that Buddha’s 
teachings underpin 

the 8-fold path. 

Know that the 8-fold 

path is about making 

the right choices.  

Recognise a range of 

religious buildings & 

know that Christians 

worship in a church.  

Know there are 

different forms of 

baptism. 

Know there are 

different ways to 

worship.  

V
o

ca
b

u
la

ry
 

Buddha 

India 

Nepal 

Bodhi tree 

meditation 

enlightenment 

 

symbol 

Incarnation 

Christingle 

manger 

stable 

nativity 

angel 

frankincense 

myrrh  

8-fold path 

Buddha 

suffering 

selfishness 

forgiveness 

sin 

crucify 

betray 

Judas 

Buddha 

8-fold path 

church 

service 

prayer 

communion 

baptism 

 


